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Editorial

7" Conference on Methods and Applications of
Fluorescence: Spectroscopy, Imaging and Probes

The contributions in this issue reflect the exciting
scientific progress made in the fluorescence field. The
papers are contributed by participants of the 7" Confer-
ence on Methods and Applications of Fluorescence: Spec-
troscopy, Imaging and Probes (MAF), held in Amsterdam,
The Netherlands, September 16-19, 2001. The devasta-
ting events of September 11, 2001 in the United States
prevented almost all speakersfrom the United Statesfrom
attending, because transatlantic air traffic was suspended
during that week. Despite thistragedy the conference was
interesting and took place in a relaxed atmosphere. A
complete program could be presented thanks to speakers
who were willing to replace the U.S. speakers at very
short natice. All of these concerted efforts of organizers
and participants, the high quality of the talks, and the
lively poster sessions made this 7" MAF conference a
great success. The 360 participants from 35 countries at
the Amsterdam meeting demonstrate the growing interest
in fluorescence techniques. In addition, the active partici-
pation of fluorescence-related companies has stimulated
fruitful interaction between fundamental and applied
research in a pleasant setting. Most of the contributions
dealt with multiple topics and applications of fluores-
cence. Roughly, four main parts could be distinguished:
(1) fluorescence spectroscopy: new approaches and
probes; (2) fluorescence spectroscopy of single molecules
and molecular assemblies; (3) applications of fluores-
cence in biological membrane- and enzyme studies; (4)
fluorescence microscopic imaging techniques and their
application for the study of living cells. The previous
conference series on Fluorescence Microscopy and Fluo-
rescent Probes, so successfully organized by Jan Slavik
in Prague, Czech Republic, was merged with the MAF
series after Jan Slavik’s untimely death in January 1999.
It is therefore a privilege to announce that the 8" MAF
meeting will take place in Prague on August 24-27, 2003.
Details can be found on the following website: http://
fluorescencefifi.cvut.cz

Antonie JW.G. Visser (co-chairman 7" MAF
meeting)
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